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point we had intended to reach, it was only to fall even more
thoroughly and abysmally short of our goal.

HOLLER VAN  DEN  BRUCK,   1922

The conflicts which have accompanied our history are still
quivering. Indeed, the oldest, which we had thought was
quite extinct, are coming to life again today.

MOLLER VAN  DEN  BRUCK,   1922

Even today the historical expert often sees the outcome
of the war for Germany as a mere matter of the loss of pro-
vinces, of colonial activities, of State and national possessions.
He often overlooks the most grievous loss which Germany
has suffered. This most grievous loss, in my opinion, is that
the intellectual and industrial middle class, which was by
tradition the politically-minded class, paid for its complete
devotion to the State in the war with the complete surrender
of its fortune, and became proletarianized.

GUSTAV STRESEMANN,   1927

Startling though the notion may seem to us, we must clearly
understand that we fought the war on wrong lines ; that we
were not psychologically prepared for such a monstrously
many-sided conduct of the war. But our enemy knew very
well that the war could be waged and won only with military
and moral and economic and industrial and psychological
weapons.                                             EWALD BANSE, 1932

For two thousand years our people has always been attended
by this changeful destiny. Over and over again it has climbed
only to fall. The reasons were always the same. The German,
self-absorbed, at variance within himself, divided in will, and
therefore impotent to act, is without the energy to assert his
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